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expect them to take part in any conference. When the Govern-
ment does that, it will find that there is an absolutely peaceful
atmosphere. Non-co-operation, when the Government is not
resisting anything except violence, is a most harmless thing.There
is really nothing for us to suspend. We cannot be expected, until
there is actual settlement or guarantee of settlement, to ask school-
boys to return to Government schools or lawyers to resume practice
or public men to become candidates for the Councils or title-
holders to ask for return of titles. In the nature of things, it is,
therefore, clear that non-co-operators have to do nothing. Speaking
personally, I can certainly say that if there is a genuine desire
for a conference, I would be the last person to advise precipitating
aggressive civil disobedience, which certainly it is my intention to
do immediately I am entirely satisfied that the people have under-
stood the secret of non-violence; and let me say the last ten
days' events have shown that the people seem clearly to under-
stand its inestimable value. If then the Government recognizes
that non-co-operators mean business and intend to suffer limit-
lessly for the attainment of their goal, let the Government un-
conditionally retrace its steps, cancel the notifications about dis-
bandment of volunteer organizations and prohibition of public
meetings and release all those men in the different provinces who
have been arrested and sentenced for so-called civil disobedience
or for any other purpose given under the definition of non-co-
operation but excluding acts of violence, actual or intended. Let
the Government come down with a heavy hand on every act of
violence or incitement to it, but we must claim the right for all
time of expressing our opinions freely and educating public opinion
by every legitimate and non-violent means. It is, therefore, the
Government who have really to undo the grave wrong they have
perpetrated and they can have the conference they wish in a
favourable atmosphere* Let me also say that so far as I am con-
cerned I want no conference to consider the ways and means of
dealing with non-co-operation. The only conference that can at
all avail at this stage is a conference called to deal with the
causes of the present discontent, namely, the Khilafat and the
Punjab wrongs and swaraj. Any conference again which can
usefully sit at the present stage must be a conference that is really
representative and not a conference to which only those whom the
Government desire are invited.
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